
Roe v. Wade, was a landmark decision of the U.S. Supreme Court in which the Court 
ruled that the Constitution of the United States conferred the right to have an abortion. The 
decision struck down many federal and state abortion laws, and caused an ongoing abortion 
debate in the United States about whether, or to what extent, abortion should be legal, who 
should decide the legality of abortion, and what the role of moral and religious views in the 
political sphere should be. 

In 1969, at the age of 21, McCorvey (aka Jane Roe) became pregnant with her second 
child. McCorvey wanted an abortion, but she lived in Texas where abortion was illegal, except 
when necessary to save the mother's life. According to McCorvey, friends advised her that she 
should assert falsely that she had been raped by a group of black men and that she could thereby 
obtain a legal abortion under Texas's law, which prohibited most abortion; sources differ over 
whether Texas law had such a rape exception. Due to a lack of police evidence or 
documentation, the scheme was not successful, and McCorvey later said it was a fabrication. She 
attempted to obtain an illegal abortion, but the recommended clinic had been closed by 
authorities. Her doctor, Richard Lane, suggested that she consult Henry McCluskey, 
an adoption lawyer in Dallas. McCorvey stated that she was only interested in an abortion but 
agreed to meet with McCluskey.  

Eventually, McCorvey was referred to attorneys Linda Coffee and Sarah Weddington, 
who were looking for pregnant women seeking abortions. The case, Roe v. Wade (Henry 
Wade was the district attorney), took three years of trials to reach the Supreme Court of the 
United States, and McCorvey never attended a single trial. During the course of the lawsuit, 
McCorvey gave birth and placed the baby for adoption. McCorvey told the press that she was 
"Jane Roe" soon after the decision was reached, stating that she had sought an abortion because 
she was unemployable and greatly depressed. 

On January 22, 1973, the Supreme Court issued a 7–2 decision holding that the Due 
Process Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution provides a 
fundamental "right to privacy", which protects a pregnant woman's right to an abortion. 

On Friday, June 24, 2022, the US Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade. The decision 
dismantled 50 years of legal protection and paved the way for individual states to curtail or 
outright ban abortion rights.   

Nine states have already implemented their abortion bans. Another dozen states are in the 
process. Abortion providers in all the banned and several of the in-process states have stopped 
providing abortion care or reduced the type of care they offer. This truly is a win for the pro-life 
community!! 
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